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Press Release

Experience Liberation:

Sexual Assault Awareness Workshop & Panel Discussion

Announcer: 

Love doesn’t hurt, hit or holler. On April 21 and April 28, 2012, Real Life Poets, Inc. and Poetic Advisory, LLC will facilitate workshops and panel discussions focusing on sexual assault awareness. Workshops will be led by Author/Poet Joi Miner. Workshops are open to ages 12 and up. Immediately following each workshop, there will be a live production of dont u luv me? This one-act drama, written by Linda Daugherty, focuses on domestic violence in teen relationships, and will be perfomed by the Center Point High School Theatre Arts Department under the direction of its instructor, LaShanna R. Tripp, and Student Director, Carlos Chaverst. Each day will close with panel discussions open to the community. 
The workshops will focus on creating a positive self-image, boosting self-esteem, empowerment in one’s ability and individuality, love and healing from any transgressions, and coping strategies. Our panel will include youth leaders and activists, authors, poets, sexual assualt survivors and domestic violence survivors. The panel will lead an open discussion forum meant to raise awareness and open communication about issues facing our community. The itinerary for each workshop is as follows:

April 21, 2012 – Birmingham, AL
Center Point High School

2966 Jefferson State Parkway, Birmingham, Al 35215

· 9:00 am – 10:45 am
Workshop

· 11:00 am – 12:15 pm
Production of dont u luv me? By Linda Daugherty
· 12:15 pm – 2:00 pm
Panel Discussion 

April 28, 2012 – Montgomery, AL

Hosted by the Violence Against Women Program

Alabama State University

Life Science Auditorium

915 South Jackson Street, Montgomery, AL 36104
· 1:00 pm – 2:45 pm
Workshop 

· 3:00 pm – 4:15 pm 
Production of dont u luv me? By Linda Daugherty
· 4:15 pm – 4:30 pm
Presentation by ASU VAW and One Place Family Justice Center

· 4:30 pm – 6:00 pm 
Panel Discussion 

This is a free event. Participants are requested to pre-register for workshops, but registration is not required to attend. Light refreshments will be served and vendors will be onsite. For more information on event registration, vending, sponsorships or monetary donations, please call 205.585.8271 or visit www.reallifepoets.org. This event is being co-sponsored by Alabama State University’s Violenece Against Women Progeam, One Place Family Justice Center, Poetic Advisory, LLC and Not Just Catering.

About Real Life Poets, Inc.

Real Life Poets Inc. is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit community service and mentoring organization focusing on mentoring youth and young adults, encouraging good communication and oratorical skills using spoken word poetry and the arts. Real Life Poets organizes community programs and various workshops in order to fulfill their mission. In 2011 Real Life Poets awarded their first $1,000 Youth Art Stipend to a deserving high-school graduate now attending the Kansas City Art Institute. Real Life Poets Inc. is comprised of Emmy® nominated poets, visual artists, musicians, singers, media specialists, culinary artists, social workers, elementary and college level educators.  To date Real Life Poets Inc. has used words and the arts to fulfill their mission of inspiration by changing minds one rhyme at a time. 
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